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God to do so! In his epistle to the qu:ms Pau] writes:
- But when Peter was come-to Antioch, I thhstood e
him to the face, because he ‘was to be blamed. For before
that certain came from James, he did eat with the-Gentiles: . -
but when they were come, he withdréw and separated him-
self, fearing them which were of the circumcision.: -And -
the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that
Barnabas also was carried away with. their dissunulanon.' L
But when I saw that they walked not uptightly’ according
“to the truth of the Gospel, 1 said unto Peter before them -
all, If thou being a Jew livest after the 1 manner of the Gen-
tiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellesr thou the Gen- '_
ulestohveasdo theJews" (2: 11-14) »
~ Paul openly condemns Peter for eating with the Gentiles. He
" admonishes him in no mild manner in front of other Jews for. con-
ducting, himself in-a blame worthy manner.  Had Peter indeed been -
acting in accordance with divine authority in accordance with the. in- -

terpreration of his vision is it conceivable to- suppose Paul would have . -

upbraided him in such a way? - Or is it conceivable that Paul had no
knowledge of it? It should be known that Paul is supposed to have
written his epistle to the Galatians some twenty years after his con- -
version yet ‘when receiving the -past he knows’ nothing of any such
vision! Had he known it he would never have upbraided Peter.. In
fact in the same epistle he refers to Peter as being the apostle of the
circumcision (2: 7) and not of the Gentiles, Furthermore had Peter
-~ in'truth received the vision attributed to him by the author of the Acts
of the Apostles would Peter not have ]usnﬁed himself before Paul by _
telling him of his vision in the same manner as he did when a similar

charge, though not so harsh, was brought against him by some of the -

brethten in Jerusalem (Aets 11: 2-18)? Naturally he would have -
done s0. However, he did not and thus Paul records Peter of being
guilty of a blameworthy deed which was in violation with his avowed -
mission to preach and mix only with the Jews.. The only conclusion’
that can be drawn fiom Paul’s epistle to the Galatians is that it con-
 tradicts the truch of Peter s vision in. the most posmve language,
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CurrmtTopm |
The Chnstlan Hope

, E At Evanston, the delegates of the - World Couricil of Churches
" looked to their leaders to draw out of the 200-odd _meetings some mes-

" . sage for the world. There was plenty of dlsagreemenr about what the

message C could be, and the disagreements were well publicized. News-

- papers-across the U. §. sprouted an unfamiliar word—eschatology—and
: reported the theological drﬁ'erences on whether the Chnsuan hope lay
in this or the next world.

Senss True to expectatrons, ‘the main theme, Chnst—the Hope of the
‘World,” caused the most fuss “The report prepared for discussion by

an advisory commission of 32 theolograns found little support among

the’ delegates Some felt that the original docuiment was too pessi-
, mlsuc, some that the non-Christian religions were slighted, some that
it' was too “Western” in tone. New York's Greek Orthodox Arch-
bishop. Michael fel¢' that the commission report was too lenient to
. Communism, and Anglican Layman George Goyder, director of a
" British paper firm, rose to criticize it as lukewarm. “S:mple people

- -all around the world,” he said, “are waiting for a simple declaration as

to where this assembly stands on the question of the Second Coming.
I'm not 2 Seventh-Daj Adventist, and I'm not a German theologian.

- But I believe we must preach the Second Coming” =

Sometimes the debate recalled the worries of platform writers at

‘ polmcal conventions.  Some delegates, for instance, deplored the ab-

o sence\_of any reference in the report to the eventual ‘conversion of the

. Jews in “fulfilment of God's promises to the people of ancient Israel”
« ';Delegare Charles Taft ~(lawyer-brother of the late Senator) led the
~attack on th:s position: T chink it would jeopardrze my friendships

- and my relations ‘with my Jewish friends.” Middle Eastern, delegates
. objected on the ground that the mphcauon of ‘special favors for Jews
-~ in the Christian scheéme of things must. further arouse the Arab world " -
agamst the Chnstlan churches in the Near East. ‘
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Apa:t from bemg an ancient and- meanmgful question of theol- '
ogy, the issue of the Second Coming often has practical, worldly con-
sequences. Emphasis on the next world has given many a neutralist -
a spiritual justification for accommodatxng himself to Communism.

On the other hand, the “activist” view, which. insists that the Christ- -

ian hope is to be realized 1 in time and place, has informed much of the» '

social conscience of capitalism.
“The delegates finally sent the commxss:on teport,,unappmved

to the member chu:ches for further study. . -_i .

: Time, Septembcr 6, 1954.
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ngh Cost of Worshlp

And what are we' to say of rehgmns shiny new accouterments’

.They are pretty and actractive, yes, but have they accomphshed the

tasks for which they were designed?
~_As to physical changes in the church bulldmgs themse[ves, we
shall ‘say one of the greatest burdens to moderns, next to the high

- cost of living, has been the high cost of worship.’ As the Episco- -

. palians’ Dr. William S. Lea said recently, “ *We have spent and perhaps -

wasted” millions of dollars in studiously copying Gothic'architecture - ‘
that was in vogue at a period- when Christian worship was at one of

- its lowest ebbs.” So to the extent that simplified modem design al-

leviates this condition, it is rendering a praiseworthy service. How-"
ever, the question still remains whether by these’ modern technical ad-

vances religion has been raised out of those “lowest ebbs” of the Gothic

penod Is it true that “clothes make the man” and ‘buildings make

- religion’ what they ate?  Expressing some doubt, Presbyterian Dr.
' George M. Docherty of New York recently compared modetn - re-

ligious methods to the: production:line methods of the late Hem'y
Ford, and then opined, “you know, Henry Ford isa much ‘wiser man-
than the church. ‘He knew that at the end of his. assembly line was,

" caming out a Ford car, but only the good Lord knows what’s commg off -

the “ecclesiastical assembly line’ of the church today'" '
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. Too, often the product of the modern religious “assembly line”
a “dle-cast Christian, stamped into the mold of conformity to modem
' social standards; more dass-consaous than gospel-consaous Said
'New York clergyman Ralph W. Sockman: . “Many pulpits try to
make religion popular by ptesenting it as the best way of preserving
our economic system. Prayer is advocated because ‘it secures for us.
financial ‘success and social acceptability.” In selling this prepackaged
product to the people much of today's church promotion takes on -
- about the same spirituality as a hair-tonic commercial. But since
- when did the true worship of God make one popular with this world?
' And what of attempts to “humanize rehgtous instruction,” in-
termnnng it with demonstrations of ventnloqulsm, maglc, “chalkealk,”
" “song masters” with ears tha light up? Said Dr. M. A Darroch at
- a’'recent Moody Bible Institute conference, “Talk about Nero playmg
while Rome burned—the church is playing : . . while the world is
,“penshmg Yes, there is much serious, urgent information to be
conveyed to heanng ears before this supersonic world -plummets into
 the ditch of destruction, and rehgjons that are 0o intent-on hitching
_their wagon to this world’s brilliant star may lea.m t00 late that tbey
~are tied to a doomed meteorite—Matt, 15:14.°

“True, clergymen profess a desire to see this u:gent mformanon
preached That, ostens:b!y, is why. they see such a boon in radio and
. television. “Large audiences everywhere can benefit, they say, not just
~ from théir local pastor but from petsonahtles like Ralph W. Sockman

‘ and Fulton J. Sheen, However, this cannot escape the contamination
~of commercialism. .. ... One columnist stated it quite. well when
“he said: -"The cause of an_ever-widening. spiritual nndetstandmg‘
- will not “be most nobly served if it is necessary for the churches to
_adopt the techmquee of the ‘market place itt order to make themselves
- heard” * Yes, Jesus and his dlsuples did preach in the market places,
but they never made their message a commodlty 0 be bought and sold’
--‘hke the market prodnce : :
o T, Tbe Wncbmwar, Nuvember I, 1954.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Tbe Holy Quran. (Arabxc-German) Wlesbaden, Germany 1954 Pubhshed
by Owo Harrassowitz for The Oriental and Religious Pubhshmg Corpora-
_tion, Rabwas, Pakistan. Distributors in the U. S. A, I:he American Faz]
.MOSque, Washmgton, D. C . 639 Pages. Pnce $5 00 - '

- A new Getman translanon of the Holy Qu.ra.n has now been publlshed
'by the Ahmadiyya Movemen: in Islam. ‘The book. presents itself in a beauti- -
ful get-up, printed on thin paper, amsucally bound in green imitation. leather,
 with gold lettering and an Arabic sign. The volume includes the entite
 Arabic text together with an auchiedtic translation in German, This is decided-~
Iy the first Getman translation ‘which has been done by the Muslims. Earlier -
translations were done by.non-Muslims, who, naturally could not _fuliy grasp'
the meaning of the Holy Quran as understood’ by the Muslims. The. publica--
. tion has beeh hailed in Switzerland; Germany and Austria by Orientalists and”
those desirous of making a first hand study of Islam. The text is preceded by -
an exhaustive - introduction, written by thie 'present head of the 'Ahmadiyya
- Movemént in Islam, Hazrat Mirza. Bashiruddin Mahmiud Ahmad. In this -
introduction the scriptures of other- religions have been closely exammed and
_the place of the Holy Quran in- its rightful place exp[amed There is also a
" brief foreword by S. Nasnr Ahmad, the Ahmadiyya missionary in Switzerland.
 'The text is printed in two columns with vety clear add at the same time
beautiful Arabic script on the right half of the page and the Germian text op-
posite on the ‘left half of the page. This facilirates quick and' easy cross
reference for the reader. ‘The begmnmg of each Swra (chapter) s styhshly‘
decorated with atabesques and each verse is niimbered.’ '
. This edition of the Holy Quran is on]y ane in a series of translauons whtch -
. are to be made in every major language of the world. So far ‘the Ahmadiyya
Movement has brought out translations of the Holy Quran in Urdu, Pun]abl, ’
Hind;, Smhalese, Swahili, Enghsh Dtm:h and German o

Cradle of Oxur Faith: A Psctorsal ]oamey tbraugb the Haly Land. ]ohn C.
Trever. Newsfoto Publishing - Company 1954 San' Anglo, - Texas.'
82 pages with 72 pictures.. ' T )

_ “This beaunful[y done volume has been produced as a tesult of Dr. John
- C. Trever's- vast kuowledge of the sub;ect and an expert use of hls photo-'

B
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" gaphic talents. Tbe Cradle of Our Fattb isa smry of- the ‘three major faiths
-~ of the world as they developed in the Holy Land. ]'uda.lsm, Chnsnamty and
Islam, all of thém claima rich heritage in Palestine. Judaisin has a s re-
ligious meaning for the Jews for the fact that Moses and many other Biblical
prophets were born in this tiny land. Men and women of the New Testament, to
a very great extent, trad its soil - a.nd hence made ‘it dear to the heart of -the
Christians. The Muslim veneration of the Holy Tand is ma.ny-fold in- narure,
“Islam teaches acceprance of and belief in all Biblical Prophets: The Muslims
call Abraham, “The Father of Prophets.” The Prophet Muhammad was an. .
Ishmalite, a descendent of Abraham. Thus, the Muslim tradition is connected
with the Holy Land from very early times. The Holy Quran mentions of a
special vision of the Prophet Muhammiad in which he was carried from the
Kaaba to Jerusalem. The Muslims have always given to the Holy Land a -
place in their heart which is second only to Mecca ind Medina. Dr. Trever
has successfully attempted to trace the relationship of all these three faiths
with the Holy Land through shorr sketches and profuse, colorful illustrarions
made possxble by his expert photography. ‘ ,
) In this pictorial journey _through the Holy ‘Land, ‘one ‘starts thh mly :
 beginnings, about 2000 B.C. and wanders thraugh the tiny country along with
Jacob, hears ta the Covenant at Mount Sinai and lives along with the Israclites
“through their long history uncil he hears the good news of the coming of
Messiah. - He' visits ‘an’ inspiring spectacle. at the Garden of Gethsemane of
-a great prophet: of God. ptaying to Him all night, while he i is deserted by his
followets, until he is heard in his prayers. Six hundred years: later a new faith
" emerges, which gives all the reverence and exaltation to both Moses and Jesus
and -proclaims that a Believer must accept in the truth of all the prophets of -
"God. With reverence and devotion he tutns these pages of the history, catch-
ing- beaunful glimpses' of the various parts of the country until he comes to
the present times when political interests have driven away.a huge numbet of -
* the inhabitants of this Holy Land our of its borders to l1vc a wretched life of
7 refugees in torn tents and diseased bodies. :
The book has been produced as a beauntiful work of are. antl it offers a
-.charmmg picture of the land venerated by three major rel:glons of the world

M#qu}nad} Pebplé: A Tale by Am.éalogjr Fric Schroeder. Portland,
Maine. 1955. - The Bond Wheelwnght Company 858 pages Price
$1000 o

Ao average Mushm looks forwa.rd to somewhat more ob]ecuve and sym- °
pathetic approach to Islam in the works of the Western ‘orientalises. Un-
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forrunarely many grear schola:s start out from the West in swch of teuth,
only to become quickly bogged down in & ventahle morass of cultural incol-
erance and prejudice that is their birthright in matrers ‘concerning Islam. “Dr.
.. Eric Schroeder is an outstandmg exception. It is sometimes said that art trans-

‘cends all other differences. The author is an artist, and ‘this book, Mabam—.

mad's People, is'an outstanding: work of art, while. bemg at the -same time-
- almost devonc/mal and ‘ceftainly scholarly. -

/e L
The author refcts to the book as A Tale by Ambalogy He has complled

and collected a vast amount of material, takmg seven long years, in the process.
“The result is a glittering mosaic of folklore. poetry, politics and religion of the
Islamic people. The life of the Holy Prophet- is made personal and intimate,’
" One literary critic reviewing this book said, "It is the liveliest showing of
Islam which I have seen; and Muhammad's greatness is credible 1o me at last,
as it never became through the reading of other books about him.” ' In telling
his story Dr. Schroeder has adopred the mthq,samblmg, loosely connected ‘style
of the Arab writers (a style thac is often a bit tiring' for .thie averagé Western'
reader). However, this style was chosen on purpose in order that the colors
of this gIowmg anthology will be that much brighter with the ongmal Into
the stories he has liberally sprinkled Quranic verses (in all, nearly one tenth
of the Holy Quran has been beaunfuliy rendered into .Enghsh by the author),
* poems, anecdotes and puns. Reading a chapter of this book is much like walk-
ing chrough an. otiental bazaar. One¢ is beser from every side with new and
exciting sights and sounds which - make the .senses reel but delxght the heart.

. 'The author’ begms with the Days of Iguorance ]ust before the advent
of the Holy Prophet. He very capably portrays the fierce bravery, valor and’
. hospitality of the pagan Arabs—a noble race steeped in ignorance and im-
morality. ‘Then he treats the impact of the Holy Prophet's miessage upon
the Meccans, the persecunon and the’ eventual flighe from Mecea’ to Medina.
In the style in which the book is written, 4ll these events become sumethmg

" more than mere history, much more than a dull recitation of dates and names.

‘Instead the characters live. Somenmes they are reverent, sometimes mis-
~ chievous. At times they are filled w1th\jay and love, ar other times “with
~ despair and intense hatred. “Whatever they are, they are. always a.hve All,the .
pathos and exultanon of those times are made real for the :ea.der :
‘The lives of the ﬁ:st -four Calxphs are treated in some detaxl Then the'
* author moves on to portray the gradual decline and final dJsmtegmtmn of the
Ummayyads and the fantastic gra.ndem- and decadence (yet strangely-tempered
" with humlhty and plety) of the Abbasslds Harun al-Rashid once more walks -

i
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dhe. streets of Baghad. The rumed palaces agam pmudly rear their minarets
and tusrets into the soft glow of the desert twilight. By listening closely one
- @an hear the laughter of merry parties and the melodious tunes of the smge.ts

and the poets. However, through all this gaiety, intrigue and ‘pomp the voice . .

 of the muezzin can be heard. calling, “Come to prayer“* Xome 10 Success!”
‘ Mabammads Peaple is tndeed a deltghtful book.

In the mttoducnou o the book the autho: writes about the kind of teader ‘
he would like to have fead his work. ‘The author says that he would like
his reader to be serious but not prim—interested in spmtuil matters without be-

ing indifferent to pleasure. And he hopes that the reader would be sufficienty
uninformed about Istam to be a fair mark for the truth when truth was thrown
at him.  We sincerely hope that. this book comes into the hands of an im-
mensely large number of such readers.’ . '

5

The Fa:tb.r Men Lwe By. Charles Francis’ Potter New Yotk. Ptenttce-l-h.ll,
. Inc. 1954 323 pagcs Pnce 33 95 B e

The F.mb.r Men Lwe By isa bnef but very sympa.theuc tnttoducuon o'
the nine major religions of the world. Too often’ one stares a stidy of the
. religion” other than his own with a critic’s eye. -This book aims to present an
_ appreciative approach to all the religions. - The author’s purpose to write this

book is to discover in dtﬂ'aent rehglons va!ues which can be approprmted by
any teader. - '

Dr Potter starts with an_introductory chapter on the primitive religions
and then proceeds to give the basic beliefs, rituals, customs and other facts'

like the. membership  and strength of the major faiths of - the world, The -

- chapter on Islam is written in the same appreciative tone. although it is not
completely” without some errors: The writer, for example, says that when
the Holy Prophet migrated to Medina, he kept Jerusalem as his Qibla in
~order to appease the Jews. He says that he changed it only on being com- .
pletely disappointed with the Jews. The author’ could have noticed the fact
that the Muslims maintained Jerusalem as Qibla even in Mecca several years
 before this question of the appeasement of Jews could possibly acise. Again,
the Jews of Medina showed the betrayal of the trust of being co-defendents
“of their. common c1ty at least ‘three -years' after the Prophet had migrated to-
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Medina while the Qibla was changed in the first two years. In Mecca, th :
were no Jewish or Christian population to placate. If, by a\'ppointing a Qibls
the Holy Propher had intended to win over a people, the natural course wouk
'have been to appoint the Ka'aba as Qibla while at Mecca and turn around tn
.the Temple of Jerusalem on serling down in ‘Medina. But what '
happened was just the reverse. -The Holy Quran specifically mentions that thg
adoption of neither of the lelas was meant to win’ over any ‘people to Is x
* but 'was intended onIy as a tnal o distinguish the true, belu:vcrs from thog
not true.
_ - Dr. Porter zlso refe:s to a- legend that at one time, mkmg a saymg d
_ Jesus from the Bible hterally, Muhammad “tried by faith to move a mountain’
" but vainly.” The author says that on his failure, the Holy Prophet is reporneﬂ
to have said, “If the mountam w:.l.l not come to Mohammed, thén Mohammeq:
will go to the mountain.” Now, with due respect to the very sincere anf
devotional approach of Dr. Potter, we regret to point ouc thac this legend
purely a fabrication of some Western mind. In the literature of Islam theré
does not exist even the slightest reference to this so-called saying of the Holy
Prophet. - In fact, an understandmg and true Muslim will take it as a calumny.
. agamst the Propher: Muha.mmad that anything of the. kind may be arttributed;
-0 him. The Holy Propheq again and aguin, stressed the fact that he wag
merely a messenger and servant of God.. He never claimed to show anything
‘of the kind which is referred to Jesus in the Bible if taken in. the litetal
' sense.  Nor, for that matter, do we think that Jesus ever claimed or performd
any miracles which the other prophets. were not enabled to show. When the|
Meccans were faced with the convincing teachings of the Quran and found that
all of their objections were met with satisfactory answers,-they demanded from
_ the Holy Prophet that he. should show some super-human miracles, custom-
made to their demands, like a sudden gushing forth of a founuin from the
earth, or emerging of a garden out of nothing; or that a house of gold be erecuedf
or_that the Holy Prophet may ascend to the heaven before their eyes anﬁ
- come back with a.book. * There was only one answer, which the Prophet gavé
| to those people.- “Holy is my Lord. I am not but a man sent as a -Messen:
ger.” A person who could have met such frivolous and. illogical demands, which
have nothing to do with the spirirual development of man, could never
imagined to have chimed to start moving the mountains,

The author. has pointed out to the face very correcdy that “the Watem
conception of 2 Moslem missionary as a fanatic wuh a sword in one hand and
‘Koran in'the otheris untrue.” L

1In general, the book is both instructive and mterstmg It should hel “

. a student to awaken a r&spect for r.he rehg(ons other than hxs own. 4
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