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moves, were to alienate the Muslim world or- were to permxt economic
ruin there, I would expect much of Islam to embrace Communism
_ while attempting secretly to hold on to. God. -
Peaple of the West will meet' numerous problems in the Mushm _
world. But many of them will be softened by a remark that Muham-
mad made to his followers: “You will find your most aﬁecnonate
- friends will be those who say, "We are Ch:mnans Ao :

Man s nght to Knowledge
~ and Islam

It is a great honor and pnvdege to be asked to speak to you on
such a unique occasion as this bicentennial dinner of the Columbus
University. In most ‘of our world people are participating in these cele-
brations, paying their homage to knowledge, reiterating their right to
knowledge, and stressmg their belief in the free use of knowledge.
* There could not have been a better theme chosen than “Man’s Right to
Knowledge and the Free Use Thereof,” because it vividly brings to
the mind of . men the eternal truth, which was preached, forgotten, °
ptcached, and agam forgotten, through centuries: of our c1v1hzed :
existence.

“The teachmgs of Islam on thxs sub)ect readdy come to my mind.
We Muslims believe that from the very dawn of civilization God .im- -
parted knowledge to His _peoples through His prophets 50 that man
fully understood hunself his society, and the universe. '

‘ The basic teaching of Tslam is that God created man and the uni-
verse with 2 purpose, that the universe is governed by. laws designed 1o
aid and further that purpose, that acceptance of these laws is- ‘faith,
and that conformity to one’s conduct to these laws is rightecus living. -
The Holy Quran teaches that the ob;ect of man’s creation is to achieve
full communion w1th God of, in other words, so to develop his facul
ties and capacities as to become a manifestation of divine_ atrnbutes .

" Excerpts from an addrus by ‘H. E. Amjad Alj, Ambasudor of Pakistan w© U S ’
: delivered at Bicenrennizl Dinner of Columbia Umve:s:ty and prmmd m Ccm
“gressional Record B3rd Congress, 2nd Sesslon
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_It is stated agam and again that man has been grven domxmon over the
. created universe, that everything in, creation is subservient to man and
operates in aid of the achievement of the purpose of life. Islam thus
throws wide open the gates of knowledge, observation, study, and sci-
- entific. research,

I is slgmﬁcant that the very first reveléuon vouchsafed to the'
. Prophet Muha.mmad was: Read in the name of the Lord who creates;

-+ * % Read and thy Lord is most g-rac:ous, who taught by the pen,
taught man whar he knew not.” God's-graciousness here manifested
~ itself in the bestowal of the means of acquiring knowledge. Subsequent
revelations continued to emphas;ze man’s need of knowledge and his
duty to acquire it. 'I'he sayings of the prophet also contained many
similar. injunctions. *“The pursuit of knowledge,” said the Prophet
Muhammad “is a duty imposed upon every man and woman.” On -
“another occasion he remarked: “Go forth in search of knowledge even
unto’ China"—i.e.; the ends of the earth, :

1 fele the need of gtvmg the Mushm concepuon of man and the
universe, the various injunctions to seek knowledge s0 as to enable
~ “a better understanding of the faith the Muslims profess. 'Numbering
- over 400 million they form a very important sector of the peoples of
" Africa and Asia, where today the application of this eternal truth,
.“Man’s right to knowledge and the free use t.hereof " is of great urgency
and far-reachmg consequence.

“The ideal faith, the ideal democracy and the 1deal society g1ves
‘mankind the freedom fo seek knowledge and to freely make use of that
knowledge This is as it should be, because if knowledge is not re-
~ stricted the vast ma;onty of mankind would be able to discriminate
between right and wrong, truth and falsehood.

On the other- hand if knowledge is controlled then the recipients
- of that restricted knowledge know only what they have been told,
* Such knowledge has always beén dangerous. I¢ has caused great up-
- heavals throughout history. ~ The beaming of certain aspects of knowl-
" edge, to the exclusion of free wave-lengths of knowledge, is therefore
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a matter of serious .concern for all free thmkmg and freedom-lovmg
pe0p1es of this world : '

A problem of even greater magmtude is the lack of kuowledge
The illiceracy and poverty of the hundreds of millions of the peoples
of Asia stares at the better-living face of the free world. ‘These hungty
and teeming millions of today are the heirs to great civilizations. . Al-
- most alf of the great religions originated in these lands and most of -
- pre-Greek philosophies were' enunciated by the early Asians. Even .
after the fall of Greck and Roman Empires. the Chinese,” Japanese,
Arabs, and Moghul Emplres contmued to play a great role in the pro-
motion and drﬂusron of learmng o : JL

The libraries of Cordoba, the Moorxsh phrlosophers Ibm Rushd "
and Ibni Arabi, the Muslim architecture of the Middle East, the Taj |
Mahal of the Moghuls, the epic of Firdausi, the fabu_lous court of Kublai
Khan are all monuments to rhé starure of these peoples. |

..... We know that an mformed electorate is the basrs of modern
democracy. The peoples of Asia with' their close assoaanon through -
the last three centuries with the Enropeans, whom they knew either
" as rulers or as ‘commercial- satraps, were inducted into the concept of
modern democrécy.A ‘They saw the advantdgeﬁ-because;mau'y of their .
religions believe in a-democratic way of life, and, rherefore, they were
eager to adopt that form of goveroment for the welfére and progreéis )
of their peoples.” Islam, for instance, believes that between men there
are no classes and no pnvrlege Mankind has beeu divided into tribes,
_nations, and races for the ' greater facrlrty of human mtercourse and for’
~ the purpose of fostering cooperation ‘between different sections so that
the ultimate purpose of creation may be the more easily and more }
readily achieved. In the sight of God the noblest are those who, are’
the most religious in the sense of being forthright and just. That is
the only patent of nobxhty This belief, therefore, is in full conform.tty
_ with the basic thmkmg of modern democracy, | .

I3
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The Unknown Chnst

~ In a home of no prerenuon -

- ‘Sat a Negro, socrow-landen,
Solitary in-his sadness,
Weetched like a fugitive;

- Grieving with a héart o'erburdened; -
Sobbing wildly, praying, pleading "
To the unseen Benefactor, -

Who alone could ‘comfort give.

" Al his_humble life he worshipped
At the chapel of StMacthew,

- And each Sunday saw him smmg

In the backpew of the. poor,
Where he listened, lost in mptu:e,
To the choirs of little children,
Which to him seemed. bells of angels

- Ringing from some distant shore;

_ And St.Matthews aged ‘parson,
Preaching love, fo:bmrance, mescy, -
~ Loving kindness to our IIEIgthUI
Spake - in great humlllty

‘Blessed he, that showeth mercy,

For 'tis mercy he will gather,

As once did his Holy Master

On the Mount of Galilee,

* But alas! The Lowly Negro, ~ -~
- Sote despised by all and sundry,
- Mause not share in all those blessmgs,
He was but a cast-away! .
" Thus had come his cruel expulsxon,
- And with tearful heart he murmered:

-~ "God, why didst Thou make me Negto,
- With My message, (Al-Qur'an’

* Was there then no other clay?” -

. 'For the Spirit I did p:omise

Though behold' While yet he sorrowcd .

In his dark and gloomy- quarters
" He beheld a light Elysian
_Breaking through.the dismal scene,

And with radiance resplendent,

‘Beautiful, sublime, enchanting,
" Did he - see his loving Master,

Jesus Christ, the Naza.rem_:,

' Saying: ‘Sam, why. dost thou sorrow,

Why this broken-hearted passion,

* I myself for many ages ‘
Have been barred and falsely wooed,

And the chun;h, which thus expelled

" Hateth me, and is fa.t from me,

As did testify the prnt
Which those people dxd exclude. -

Who'd reprove the world of judgment

_Rx'ghteous‘nes'.s and ‘malediction,
.Came with all truth to endow . =
Every one that had been waxtmg

Mindful of the words thus spoken:
‘Many thmgslhavetotellyml,

.But ye cannot bmt them now".

- 'He "it is, the Periklytos,

He, the Highly Praised, (Muhammad), i j‘
3

“Who with thousands of his righteous
Did shine forth-from Mount Paran,

As the Lotd spake unto Moses:

“I.will_raise them up 2 Proplmt

L1kethee,fromamongthmbred:rén,
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‘For the l.w:mg, all Erernal - 'He ‘that gars hath, let him hear it; -
One is, Lord of all creation, - " He that eyes hath, let him' see;
. He. it is Who sends the ramclouds .~ For: who hath, him shall ‘be grven, o
- When the earth becometh dry, - " “Now and in, etermty )

Therefore Sam, do not thou sorrow, .
Verily it pleased the Father - '
To send gmdance to the. faichful’ L e
And the lowiy from on High. L Nasira Zimmerman

Current Topics
_- Rel’igi'o'n 'And the —I""a,bcr ﬂtory

If a little knowledge is a dangerous. thing, Athé-in_c:eé.éc of knowl- .
edge should lead toward security. With knowledge learned from the’
" physical sciences leadmg, however, to the buﬂdmg of nuclear bombs of

" inconceivably destructive power, the’ thoughts of ‘many thousang.i/ are.
today turning to another kind of knowledge—that gamed from tehgxous
experience. -

This interest we'believe wakes fiot only because -of ‘the alarums
which reverberate from each new and blgger, if not berter, exp10510n
on some nuclear testing field. In it stirs somethmg more posmve, more
constructive than mére feaf '

Seeing that the deeper the researctnsts delve into physxcal knowl— ',
edge the more dangerous the results appeat, mote and more people are
suspecting that something vital i is still missing in ‘this ‘meneal progrss., _
Then the question arises whether thm gap has already been filled through _
spiritual mql.ury and inspiracion. " '
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Todays results of research, whlch have forced many laymen to

- depart from earher, more. matenahsnc amtudes have also affected the

 thinking of many physical scientists. ~And in turn this * “expert” think-

N

ing is helping reinforce general feelmg that there is 'something in
'rehgxous experience solider maybe than the matter which until a few

* decades ago seemd to be dominating socalled scientific thinking.

" For generations the findings. of the laboratory had seemed to dis-

- credit the faith of rehgmmsts and the tendency of scnenuﬁc scholars of *

" earlier centuries 10 see dmne causes manifested i in the universe. In-
~ quiry into matter up 1o a point’ thus appeared to destroy grounds for
acceptmg the existence of nonmatenal forces. |

But the further phys:cal scxennsts have. penetrated into the mani-

: festanons caHed matter the more sure they have become that matter is

- not what appears to be. ‘Having convinced themselves that forces and

not sohds are the so-called “substance of matter, some teseatch.tsts are

_’prepared to admit’ that even- these forces may not be what they now -
./ appear to. be. » e o

In a remarkable arucle in I.ook miagazine Dr ‘Watren Weaver,

A chau'man of the board of the Amencan Assoczatlon for the Advance-

. ment of Science, brings. his own expenence to. ‘questions which. all

- thinking men face today. “Can a scientist believe in God?" he asks.

Then he declares, “I think scientists have unique advantages here. .

- No scientist has ever seen an electron. No scientist soberly thinks that

anyone ever could. . Yet nothing is more real o a scientist than an

. electron. Chalrs and tables and rocks—these are in. fact not very ‘real’

o a scientist if he is thmkmg deeply "

It is an arrestmg fact thae the phys1ca1 smentxsts refusal to take
matter at its face value is what has led him to the dxscovery of atomic

‘power and to an ever greater need to sub;ect his dxscovenes o moral-—
' wl'uch isat bottom spzntual—oontrol :

Cbmtm Smnce Mwmar (Apnl 4 1955)
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Guy, H. A. A Crmcal Introdumon 73 tbe Go.rpeb New York. 1955. -152-
pages. Price-$2.00 . v
The popula.r use of the word “criticism’. may lmd one to- understa.nd that

perhaps this volume js a discussion of some of the faults' or ‘weaknesses of the

text of ‘the gospels. Actually this title is intended to give the-setise of a

systematic study of thé narre, sotirces, authorship and other problems of the

four gospels. .This, thé author has done with both the consaence of a scholar

and the devotion of a behever .

- The author begins his discussion’ thh the descnpnon of the materials

~which furnish the data for textual criticism. This fells into_three classes, the

Greek MSS, earlier translations and quotations-in the writings of other Christian
writers referring to various parts of the gospels. In. discussing the growth of
the New Testament the guthor tells us that there is evidence that in the early

_ centuries there were other gospels, which were re;ected from inclusion in the

New Testament. The present. collection is based on the authority "of the.
churches of Rome and Carchage. ‘There are still some churches, even up to
our times, who have never reconciléd with the views of the early Roman chu.tch
and, thereforc, they follow different: compxlauons of’ the ‘New Testament.

One of the most ticklish problems beforé 2 student of the Gospels is one’
which is generally known as “The Synoptic Problem.’ This concetns the dis- -
cussion of similarities and differences in the first three gospels. A real problem
is created by different ChIODOllglcal order of events in Matthew, Mark and

- Luke. The cures of the demoniac, the woman and Jairus’ -daughter, all of

. these events occur in Mark and Luke after Jesus' teaching in parables, but- before
it in Matthew. The account of rejection of Jesus at Nazateth s at quite dif-
ferent periods in Luke on one hand and Mark and Matthew on the other. The -
problem becomes of greater concern when the, reader is faced with obvious
contradittions. - In the words of the author the question arises, “Why should

- God inspire one man (Mark) to say that James and John came 10 Jesus with

a request but tell another man (Matthew) to write that their mother .came.”

And, “Why should he dictate, 'How <canst thou say . . ?" to one writet

(Luke 6:42), but, ‘How wilt thou say. .2 to mozhu? (Matt. 7: 4) ..... :

Why should Matthew'’s Gospel say thar the Roman centurion came himself -

to Jesus with a request that he would heal his Servant- (8 5), while in I.ukes
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" account the Centurion never _appears at’ all bue sends I:us mge through
others (7 3), 1f both writers were verbally msptred by God?"

Another problem before a student of the New Testament arises from
the fact that practically whole-of the gospel of Mark is contained in Luke and
" Matthew with the possible exception of only a very few vetses. He finds it
:‘hard to understand what additional benefit can be derived from the inclusion

of Mark in the New Testament at all. ‘The author tells us that the licdle -
matter omxtted by Marthew is not of great mportance

Mr. Guy, in hls dlscussxon of the authorshxp and time of writing of the
gospels,-comes to ‘the conclusion that Mark is the -earliest of &ll four.  But

he also notes that, "It is- ipdeed petilous to tely upon Mirk for an adequate o

- or chronoligical cutline of Jesus' work.” In fact, “The ctitics are by no means
 agreed on what was the theological purpose- of Mark . ..” ‘These are, by no
" means, minor questions. If it is accepted that othet writers of ‘the gospels
- later mainly relied upon Mark in their writings, the whole question of then'-
7 relxablhty seems to need a radical revision. _' : e -

, The author also points out that even this ea:hest gospel, Mask, does not
’sugg&st to be_the work of an eye-witness. And, it seems to be written by
~ some body who “was vague about the geography of northern Palestine” As
to the time of its writing, the\ te usually accepted. is berween 65 and 70.
‘Naturally, it follows from this™ that other gospels were writien even later,
Matthew is one stage further removed from eye-witness, and “is out of ‘touch
with the historical and telxglous situation in Palestine in ‘the  time of Jesus”
‘The author of I.uke was “a comparatively obscure member of the Church”

_ The :adxcal chffetencs between John and the Synoptics are also of great

interest to a student, As the author explains there are considerable differences

in chronology, both in the general ‘scheme’ of Jesus® work and in particular

~events:  He tells us, for example, that in Mark (1:14) Jesus is said to have

begun his work after the imprisonment of - John, the Bapdist. ‘This is con-

tradicted in John '(3:30). The Synoptics state that Jesus died at three o'clock -
in the afternoon having been on the cross for 'six Hours; John states thar Pilate -
was still judging him at noon. Even the place of Jesus’ work js differenc. The
Synoptics place most of his work in Galilee and the north. - He visits Jerusalem

only for the Passover. In John he is in the neighbothood of Jerusalem a number
of tirries.. The Mcssmhshnp of Jesus is also chffe:ently p:eeented. '

The question of the authorship of John and its date is equally dlspuuble." ’
There are three dLEetenr theones as to the possible pfmod of Iohns wrmng
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This much is accepted, howevar, thac the author is far :emoved from the outloo]:
of the original apostles and the situation.of the eye-witness.: There is no agree. -
ment either on who wrote the gospel. And chapter 21, is deﬁmtely consxdeted
to be a later addmon to whatever was. ongmally written.

1t is not an easy task to.deal w1:h all-of these quesions. Mt Guy has o
however, succeeded remarkably well in presenting these discussions both clearly
and briefly. For a student who may like to be introduced with the subject
of the nature of the gospels ina short volume, this book wdl be of great value.

Christian Doctrine: . A One Volume Ostline. John Mackintosh Shaw. .New -
York. 1953. Philosophical Library. ~ 379 pages. Price $6.00 - ;
This volume as the title correctly indicaces, is an attempt to bring together,-

the main docteines of the- Christian faith in one handy volume, The auchor -

has been teaching theology in one of Canada’s largest cullegcs for the u'ammg-f
of Christian ministry; at Queen's Oollege, I_(mgsmn, Ontario. :

This work is dmded into five parts dealing wuh five main doctrines of
Christianity: God Man, and Sm, Redempuon, Christian Lnfe, and Life after :
' Desth. - _ g
Since this book is' written in a devouonal attirede it has med to avoi
or mmumze the sharpness of dxvergent viéws among various Christian de-
nominations. ~ Perhaps this was- necessary " considering that the .author hss:
intended to give a picture of the Christian doctrines on. whlch most of th ’
Christian churches have a fairly common view. :

. Asthe auchor points out, the work is prunanly for the use of u:u.|:ustervs_E
and theological students.. His purpose is to “promote’ an- intelligent loyalty”
t0 the Christian faith on the pare of those alrmdy v_mhm the Christian Chur:

and set forth plamly to those outsule the Chur,

Correcuon

In our review of T.be Holy Ouran: Asabic-German, (The Muslun Sunfise,
First Quarter, 1955) it was stated that it was the first German translation ofj
the Holy Quran done by the Mushms. It has been brought to our notice that;
an earlier German franslation of the Holy Quran was done by Maulana Sadmddm,
which, et present, is nor evailable in the marker. - :

We ate happy to publish- this correction. =
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