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moves, were to alienate the  Muslim World or-were to permit economic I 
ruin there, I would expect much of Islam to embrace Communism ! 
while attempting secretly to hold on to God. 

People of the West  will mee t  numerous problems in the Muslim 
world. But many of them will be softened by a remark that Muham- 
mad made to his foll0wers: "You will find your most affectionate 
friends will be those who say, 'We are Christians.' '~ 

Man's Right to K n o w l e d g e  . 

and Islam- 
It is a great honor and privflego to be asked to speak to you on 

such a unique oceans ion as this bicentennial, dinner Of the Columbus 
University. I n m o s t  of our world people are participating in these cele- 
bratious, paying their homage to knowledge, reiterating their-right t o  
knowledge, and stressing their belief in the free use of knowledge. 
There could not have been • better theme" chosen than "Man's Right. to 
Knowledge and the Free Use Thereof," because-it- vividly brings to 
the mhad of men the eternal truth, which was preached, f o r g o t t e n ,  
pr~i~ached, and againforgot ten ,  through centuries, of. our civilized- 
existence. 

The t~achings Of Islam on this subject readily come. to my mind. 
We Muslims .believe that from the ve ry  dawn of civilization God ira-- 
parted knowledge to His peoples through HIS prophets  so that man 
fully, understood himself, his societY,, and the universe. 

The basic teaching of Islam is that Go~ created-man and the uni- 
verse with a purpose, that  the universe is governed, by. laws designed .to 
aid and further thar purpose, that acceptance of these laws is-fai~, " 
and that conformitYto one's conduct to these laws is righteous living.- 
The Holy Quran teaches that the object of man's creation is to achieve 
full communion will( God  or, in  other words, so to develop his facul- 
ties and capacities as to become a manifestation of divine attributes. " 

Excerpts from an address by H. E. Amjad Ali, Ambassador of Pakistan to U. S., 
delivered at Bicentennial Dinner of Columbia University and printed in Con- 
Lgressional Record 83rd Confess, 2nd Session. 

. " : "] 
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It is stated again and again that man has been given dominion over the 
created universe, that everything in  creation is subservient to man and 
operates in aid of the achievement of the purpose of life. Islam thus 
throws wide open the gates of knowledge, observat/on, study, and sci- 
entific research. 

It is significant that the very first revelation vouchsafed m the" 
Prophet Muhammad was: "Read in the name of the Lordwho creates; 

* " * Read and  thy Lord is most gracious, who taught by the pen, 
taught man vchar he knew not." God's graciousness here manifested 
~e l f i n  the bestowal of the means Of acquiring knowledge. Subsequent 
re,ielations continued to emphasize man's need of knowledge and his 
duty to acquire it. The sayings of the prophet also contained many 
similar, injunctions. 'Whe pursuit of knowledge," said the Pmplmt 
Muhammad, "is a duty imposed upon every man agid woman." On 
another occasion he remarked- "Go forth in search of knowledge even 
unto" China"--i.e., the ends of the earth. 

I felt the need of gi~ing the Muslim conception of man and the 
universe, the various injunctions to seek knowledgeso as to enable 
a better understanding of the faith the Muslims Profess. 'Numbering 
over 400 million they form a very important sector of the ]x~oples of 
Africa and Asia, where today the application Of this emmal truth, 
"Man's right, to knowledg e and the free use. there0.L" ~ of great urgency 
and far-reaching consequence. 

The ideal faith, the ideal democracy and the .ideal society gives 
mankind the freedom .to seek knowledge and to freely make use of that 
knowledge. This is as it should be, because ff knowledge is not re- 
stricted the vast majority of mankind would be able to discriminate 
between right and wrong, truth and falsehood~ 

on  the other hand ff knowledge is controlled then the recipients 
of  that restricted knowledge know oniy what they have been mid. 
Such knowledge has always been dangerous. It has caused great up- 
heavals throughout history. The beaming of certain aspects, of kn0wl- 
edge, to the exclusion of free wave-lengths of knowleffge, is therefore 
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a matter of serious concern for all free thinking and freedom-loving 
peoples of this world. 

~ problem Of even greater magnitude is the lack of knowledge. 
The illiteracy and poverty of the hundreds of millions of the peoples 
of Asia stares at the better-living face of the free world. These hungry 
and teeming millions of today are the heirs m great civilizations. Al- 
most all of the great religions originated in these lands and most of 
pre-Greek plfil0sophies were' enunciated by the early Asians. Even. 
after the fall of Greek and Roman Empires the Chinese, Japanese, 
Arabs, and Moghul Empires continued m play a great role in the pro- 
motion and diffusion of learning. 

The libraries of Cordoba, the Moorish philosoph&s Ibni Rushd 

and Ibni Arabi, the Muslim architecture of the Middle East, the Taj 

Mahal of the Moghuls, the epic of Firdansi, the fabulous court of Kublai 

Khan are all monuments to the stature of these peoples. 

. . . . .  We know that an informed electorate is the basis of modern 

democracy. The peoples Of Asia with their close ~ a t i o n  through 

the last three centuries with the Europeans, whom they knew either 

as rulers or as commercial satraps, were inducted intO-the concept of 

modern democracy. They saw the advantagesbecau~.i~many of their 

religions believe in a democratic way of life, and, there~fore, they were 

eager to adopt that form of government for the welfhSe and progress 

of their peoples. Islam, for instance, believes that between men there 

are no dames and no privilege. Mankind has been divided into tribes, 

nations, and races for the greater facility of human intercourse and for 

the purpose of fostering cooperation be~een different Sections so that 

the ultimate purpose of creation may be the more easily and more 

readily achieved. In the sight of God the noblest are those who. are 

the most religious in the sense of being forthright and just. That is 

the only patent of nobility. This belief, therefore, is in full conformity 
with the basic thinking of modern democracy. 
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The Unknown Christ 

In a home of no pretentinn 
-Sat a Negro, so~row-landen, 
Solitary inh i s  sadness, 
Wretched like a fugitive; 
GrievIng with. a h6art o'erburdened, - 
Sobbing wildly, praying, pleading 
To the unseen Benefactor, 
Who alone could comfort .give. 

Though behold! While yet he sorrowed 
In his dark and: gloomy.quarters 
He beheld a light-Elyghn 
Breaking through:the dismal scene, 
And with radiance resplendent, 
Beautiful sublime, enchan. ting, 
Did he .-see his loving Master, 
Jesus Christ, the .N~.'~arene, 

All his humble life he worshipped 
At the chapel of. S.t.Matthew; 
And each Sunday saw him sitting 
In the backpew of the poor, - 
Where he listened, lost in rapture, 
To the  choirs of little children, 
Which to. him seemed, bells of angels 
Ringing from some distant shore; 

And st.Matthew's aged parson, 
Preaching love, forbearance, mercy, 
Loving kindaess m our neighbour, 
Spake in g r i t  humility; - " - 
?Blessed he, that showeth mercy, 
For 'tis mercy h e  will gather, 
As once did h i s  Holy Master 
Onthe Mount of Galilee. 

saying: 'Sam, why. dost thou sorrow, 
Why this broken-hearted passion, 
I myself for many ages 
Have been barred and falsely wooed, 
And the church, which thus expelled 

thee, - 
Hateth me, and is far from me, 
As did testify the Spirit 
Which those people did exclude. 

'For the Spirit i did promise 
Who'd reprove the world of judgment 

. Righteoushess and malediction, 

. Came with all truth to endow 
~very one that had been waiting 
Mindful of the-words thus spoken: 
'Many things I have m tell you, 

.But ye cannot bear them now'. 

But alas! The Lowly Negro," " 'He-it is, the Perildytos, 
Sore. despised by all and sundry, 
Must not share inall  those blessings, 
He was but a cast-away! 
Thus had come his cruel expulsiou~ 
And with tearful heart he murmered: 
'God, why didst Thou make me Negro, 
Was there then no other day?' 

He the  Highly Praised, (Muhammad), 
Who with thousands o f  his righteous 
Did shine forth-fieOrfi Mount Paran, 
Ks the Lord Sl~C,e unto Moses: 
• 'I. will.raise them up a Prophet 
Like thee~ Leom among their brethren, 
~rith My message, (Al-Qur'an'): 

- t 

i l  
. q =  
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'For the Living, all Eternal 
One is, Lord of all creation, 
He it is Who sends the rainclouds 
When the earth becometh d a y ,  • 

Therefore Sam, do not thou sorrow, 
Verily it pleased the Fathet 
To send guidance to the faithful 
And the lowly from on High. 

'He that ears hath, let him hear it; 
He that eyes. hath, let him see; 
For .who..hath, him shall be given; 
N o w  and in. eternity.' 

Nasira Z i m ~ n  

- .  . 

Current Topics 
. - - . - 

Religion and the Laborat0ry i : ::. 
If a little knowledge is a danger0usth~, g, the increase of knowl- 

edge should lead toward security. With kno~dedge learned from the 
physical sciences leading, however, to the building 0f nuclear bombs of. 
inconceivably destructive power, thethoughts o f  many thousan~are. 
today turning tO another kind of know!edge-,that gained from religious 

experience. 

This interest webelieve wakes not only because of the. alarums 
which reverberate from each new and bigger, if not better, explosion 
on some nucleartesting field. In it stirs something morepositive, more 
constructive than mere fear. " 

Seeing that the deeper the researchi~ delve into physical lmowl- 
edge the more dangerous the results appear, more and more people are 
suspecting that something vital- is still missing in this mental progi'ess. 
Then the questionarises whether this gap la~ already been filled through 
spiritual inquiry and inspi~atiom - 
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. . ¢ 

• Today's re~Its of research, Which have forced many laymen to 

depart from earlier, morematerialistic attitudes, have also affected the 

thinking of man3( physical scientists. And in turn:this "expert" think- 

ing is helping reinforce general feel'rag that there is something in 
j 

~ teligious~ experience solider maybe than the matter which until a few 

decades ago seemd to be dominating socalled scientific thinking. 

For generations the findings of the laboratory had seemed to dis- 

credit the faith of religionists and the tendency of scientific scholars of 

'earlier centuries to see divine'causes manifested in the universe. In- 

quiry into matter up. to a point thus appeared to destroy g/'ounds for 
accepting the existence of nonmaterial forces. 

But the further physical scientists havepenetrated into the mani- 
= 

festations caUed matter the more sure they have become that matter is 

not what appears to be. Having convinced themselves that forces and 

not solids are the so-called "substance" of matter, some researchists are 

prepared to admit that even these forces may n o t b e  what they now 
appear tobe. 

• In a remarkable article in Look magazine Dr .  Warren Weaver, 

chairman of the boakd of the American Association for the Advance- 

. ment of Science, brings, his own experience to questions which all 

thinking m e n  face today. "Can a scien~t believe in God?" he asks. 

Then he declares, "I think Scientists have unique advantages here . . . .  

No scientist has ever seen an electron. No scientist soberly thinks that 

anyone ever could.  Yet nothing is more real to a scientist than an 

electron. Chairs and tables and rocks--these are in fact not very 'real' 
to a scientist if he is thinking deeply.':' 

I t  is an arresting fact that the physical scientist's refusal to take 

matter at its face value is what has led h imto  the dlscovery of atomic 

powerand to an ever greater need to/subject his discoveries tg~moral-- 
which is at bottom spiritual.-conttoL 

Chrittian S~',u:e Monitor (April 4, 1955) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
/ . . . 

Guy, FL It. A Critical Introduction to theGospels. New York. 1955. 152  
pages. Price $2,00 
The popular use of "the word .'criticism' may. lead one to-understand thht 

perhal~ this volume is a discussion of some of the faults or -weaknesses 0f the 
text of 'v.he gospels. Actually this., title is intended to give these.me of a 
systematic study of thenature, sources, authorship and other problems of the 
four gospels. This, the author has done with both the conscience Of a scholar 

and the devotion of a believer. 
The author begins his discussion with the description of the materials 

which furnish the data for textual criticism. This falls into three classes, the 
Greek MSS, earlier wanshtions and quotations'in the.writings .of other Christian 
writers referring to various parts of the gospels. In. discussing the growth of 
the New Testament the author tells us that there is evidence that.in the early 
centuries there were other gospels, which were rejected from inclusion in the 
New Testament. The present.coUection is based on the authority ~of the 
churches of Rome and Carthage. There are still some churches, even. up to 
our times, who have never reconciled with the. views, of the early. Roman church 
and,.therefore, they followdifferentcompilations of ' the New Testament. 

One Of the most ticklish problems before a student of the Gospels is one 
which is generally known as 'The Synoptic Problem.' This concerns the dis- 
cussion of similarities and differences in the,first three gospels. A real problem 
is created by different chron01igica! order of events in-Matthew, Mark and 
Luke. The cures of the demoniac, the woman and Jairus'-daughter, all of 
these events occur m Mark and.Luke after Jesus' teaching m Lm tables, but  before 
it in Matthew. -The account Of ~ejection of Jesus at Nazareth is at quite dif- 
ferent periods in Luke on one hand and Mark and Matthew on the other. The 
problem becomes of greater concern .when the reader is faced with obvious 
contradictions. In the words of the author the question arises, "Why should. 
God inspire one man (Mark) to  say that James and John cared to J~'us wi th  
a request but tell another man (Matthew) to write that their mother came. ~ 
And, "Why should he dictate, *How canst thou say . . . . .  Y to one Writ~ 
(Luke 6:42), but, 'How wilt thou say. . . . .  ?' to another? (Matt. 7 : 4 )  . . . .  
Why should Matthew's Gospel say that the Roman centurion came himself, 
to Jesus with a request that he would heal his S~vant (8:5) ,  while in Luke's 
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account the Centurion never appears a t  all but sends his. message through 
others (7:3),  if both writers were verbally imp;red by God?" 

Another problem before a student of the New Testament arises from 
the fact that practica!ly whole of the gospel of Mark is contained in Luke and 
Matthew with the possible exception o f  only a very few verses. He finds it 

~-hard to understand .what additional benefit can b e  derived from the inclusion 
of-Mark in the New Testament at alL The author tells us that the little 
matter omitted by Matthew is not of great importance. 

:4 

Mr~ Guy, in his ~ d/gxzssion of the authorship and time of writ/ng of the 
gospels, - comes to'the conclusion tha t  Mark is the earliest of all four. But 
he also notes that, "It is i~dee d perilous to rely upon Mark for an adequate . 
or chronoligical outline o£ Jesus' work." In fact, 'q'he critics are by no means 
agreed on what was the theologkal purpose Of M a r k . . .  " These are, by no 
means, minor questions. If it is accepted that other ~ writers of the gospels 
hter mainly relied upon Mark in thek writings, the whole question of their 
re~ability seems to. .need, a radical revision,. . . 1 

The author also points out that even this earliest g0spel, Mark, does not 
suggest to be the work of an eye-wimess. And, it seems to be written by 
some body who "was vague aboUt-the geography of northern Palestine.'° As 
to the time of its writing, th~ date usually.accepted, is between 65 and 70. 

Naturaily, it follows from this ~- that.other gospels were written even later. 
Matthew is one stage further removed from eye-wimess, and "is out of touch 
with the historical and religious situation in Palestine in the time o f  Jesus." 
The author of Luke was "a comparatively obscure member of the Church." 

The radical differences between John and the Syaoptics are also of great 
interest to a student. As the author exphius there are considerable differences 
in chronology,, both in the-general 'scheme' of Jesus' work and in particular 
events. He tells us, forexample, thatin. Mark ('1:14) Jesus-is said to have 
begun his work after the imprisonment of Jo.hnq the Baptist2 This is con- 
trad/cted inJohn (3:30). The 8ynoptics state tl~t Jesus diecl at three o'clock 
in the afternoon having been on the cross for six licurs; John states that Pilate 
was still judginghim at noon. Even the phce of Jesus' work is different. The 
Synoptics place most of his work in Galilee and the. norrk. He visits Jenmalem 
only for the Passover. In :John he is in the neighborhood of Jerusalem a number 
of times. The Messiahship of Jesus is also differently presente& 

The question of the authorship of John and its date is equally disputable." 
There are three different theories as to the possible period of. John's writing. 
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This much is accepted, however, thar the author is far removed from the outlook- 
of the original apostles and the situation of the eye-wimess. There is no agree. 
ment either on who wrote the gospel. And chapter 21, is definitely considered 
to be a later addition to whatever was originally written. 

It is not an easy task todeal  with a l l o f  these quesions. M~. Guy has, 
however, succeeded remarkably well in presenting these discussions both dearly 
and briefly. For a student who may like to be introduced with the subject 
of the nature of the gospels in a short volume~ this book Will be 6f great value. 

Christian Doctrine: A One Volume Outline. John Mackintosh Shaw. New 
York. 1953. Philosophical Ia"orary. 379 pages. Price $6.00 • 

This volume, as the title correctly indicates, is an attempt to bring together 
the main doctrines Of the  Christian faith in one handy volume. The ~iuthot 
has been teaching theology in one of Canada's largest colleges for the training 
of Christian ministry; at Queen's College, Kingston; Ontario. - . 

This work is divided into five parts dealing with five main doctrines of 
Christianity: God, Math and Sin, Redemption; Christian Life, and Life after ~i! 

Death. 

Since this book is written in a devotional attitude it has ~ied to avoid :: 
or minimize the sharpness of divergent views among various Christian de- 
nominations. Perhaps this was necessary considering that the .author has ! 
intended to give a picture o f  the Christian doctrines o n  which m0st of the! 
Christian churches have a fairly common view. ! 

As the author points out, the work is primarily for  the use of mini.stem 
l and theological students.. His purpose is to ,promote an intelligent oyal~il 

to the Christian faith on the part of those already within the Christian Church,!' 
and set forth plainly to those outside the Church." ~i 

Correction 

In our review of The HolyQuran: Arabic-German, (The Muslim Sun~ 
First Quarter, 1955) it Was stated that it was the first German translation. 
the Holy Quran done by the Mnslims. It has been brought to our notice tl 
an earlier German wanslation of  the Holy Quran was done by Maulana Sadmdc 
which, at presen h is not available in the market. 

We are happy to publish-this correction. 
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