










































































least one thing is quite clear: the Quran declares that God grants us free
choice in matters of belief and unbelief, It seems logical; therefore, that He
should do likewise in all other matters, For, if we are allowed freedom in so
important a matter as faith, it seems incredible that God will not permit
freedom in less significant domains of human life. Thus, it seemingly
behooves us to interpret the verses relating to predestination in light of the
above. Further, if God has the power to do all that He wills, it does not
necessarily follow that He will not will to grant us the gift of free choice.
Neither does foreknowledge of coming events necessarily imply control of
these events by the agent. :

- In any case, contemporary Muslim scholarship has rallied around the idea
of free will, rejecting determinism—lock, stock, and barrel. Dr. Mohammad
Igbal while agreeing with the Asharites that the Quran is not only eternal,
but literally the word of God, says: f :

The future certainly pre-exists in the organic whole of God’s creative life,

but it pre-exists as an open possibility, not as a fixed order of events with

definite outlines. [20]
and again: -

To my mind nothing is more alien to the Quranic outlook than the idea

that the universe is the temporal working out of a pre-conceived plan -

(2119 i :
and finally:

The truth is that ‘the whole theological controversy relating to

predestination is due to pure speculation with no eye to the spontaneity

of life, which is a fact of actual experience [22]. ;

One can surmise from Igbal’s general religious outlook that he is
orthodox in the Asharite tradition. Nonetheless, I do not find it difficult to
agree with him on the subject of determinism. I am fully in accord with his
views when he says that ours is a world of open possibilities wherein an
individual is free to formulate his own ends, purposes, and scales of value, if
he is to actualize his inherent potentialities to the best of his capacities. The -
Quranic universe is a universe of constant change and flux; it is not a static
mass of incomprehensible and unchanging entities. The = deterministic
outlook, if accepted in its totality, would seem to be such that it leaves no
scope for free, responsible, moral agents. It is a world of puppets who, by

20. Igbal, M., op. cit., p. 76.
21. Igbal, M., op. cit., p. 55.
22. Igbal, M., op. cit., p. 76.
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