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“And remember when Jesus, son of Mary, said, ‘O
children of Israel, surely I am Allah’s Messenger unto you,
. fulfilling that which is before me of the Torah, and giving
glad tidings of a Messenger who will come after me. His
name will be Ahmad.’ And when he came te them with
clear proofs, they said, ‘This is clear enchantment.’

“But who could do greater wrong than one who forges
the lie against Allah while he is called to Islam? Allah
" guides not the wrongdoing people.

“They desire to extinguish the light of Allah with the
breath of their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light,
even if the disbelievers hate it.

“He it is Who has sent His Messenger with the guidance
and the Religion of truth, that He may cause it to prevail {;
over all religions, even if those who associate partners with ¥

g God hate it.”’ (61 7- 10)
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3 SAYINGS OF THE HOLY PROPHET

Q Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said: Hasten
g to do good for soon there will be a succession of disorders
g Like the chasing darknesses of night; a person will start the

day believing and will end it disbelieving, or go to bed
§ believing and get up in the morning disbelieving. He will
g be ready to sell his faith for a worldly advantage {(Muslim)
B

Utbah ibn Harith relates: I joined the afternoon Prayer
led by the Holy Prophet in Medina. The moment he con-
cluded the service he stood up quickly and proceeded to
one of his chambers stepping across the shoulders of the

£

§ worshippers. People were perplexed by such haste. When
he came back he perceived that people were wondering
g what had called him away so urgently. So he said: I recall-
g ed that there was left with me a piece of silver (or gold) and
g this disturbed me. I have now arranged for its distribution.
(Bokhari). Another version is: There was left with me a
ﬁ piece of silver (or gold) which was meant for charity. I was
g disturbed that it should remain with me overnight.
§
E
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Abu Hurairah relates that a man came and asked the
Holy Prophet: Which giving away in charity is most accep-
table to God? He answered: That which you give away
while you are in good health, seeking wealth, fearing adver-

&

5

sity and hoping for prosperity. Do not delay spending in
charity till you are in extremity and say: To So and So this, i
and to So and So that; for by then they already belong to ¥
So and So (Bokhari and Muslim)

§ |

} g

g Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said: E

E g Hasten to do good before you are overtaken by one of %
seven misfortunes; perplexing adversity, corrupting pro-

§ sperity, disabling disease, babbling dotage, sudden death,

g the worst apprehended Anti-Christ, the Hour, and the

g Hour will be most grievous and most bitter (Tirmidhi). é
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EpIiToRIAL:

William Safire’s Maliclous Attack on Islam

By the beginning of 1984, President Amin Jemayel awaken-
ed to the obvious reality that his earlier surrender to the so
called peace terms with Israel was no peace at all. It was only
going to turn Lebanon into a puppet state dominated by Israel
for an indefinite future. Under the proposed agreement, any
withdrawal of Israeli occupying forces was at the cost of vir-
tual surrender of Lebanon’s sovereignty. President Jemayel
had initially accepted the unjust and harsh terms under strong
American coercion. But finally he realized that it would only
bring humiliation and permanent subjugation to his country.

Of eourse, the cancellation of the proposed agreement was
bound to make some people unhappy. Among these is William
Safire, a regular columnist of New York Times. In its issue of
March 5th, Safire has alleged that the revocation of this
“agreement’’ would upset the balance ‘‘that once made possi-
ble a free, Western-oriented Lebanese state.” Instead, it will
“be tilted toward Moslem dominance.”

it is clear that Mr. Safire’s queer definition of freedom
means rule of a minority of his liking over a majority that he
seems to dislike. Surely, he must know that no census was
taken in Lebanon under the French rule, lest it may show that
Muslims were in majority. He cannot he ignorant of the fact
that the Muslim population of Lebanon has since then increas-
ed considerably as a consequence of the expulsion of Palesti-
nians from Israeli occupied territory.

Mr. Safire feels so incensed by this development that he has
availed this opportunity to compare the Islamic and Christian
values, Although he claims that he is not to disparage any
religion yet he calls this allegation “indisputable’” that ‘‘more
personal freedom, religious tolerance and free econocrmic com-
petition exists in Christian than in Islamic lands.”

It should be clear to anybody, except one who is blinded by
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prejudice, that any such generalization ¢an be extremely
misleading. One can easily cite numerous examples of the sup-
pression of freedom and practice of religious intolerance in
many non-Muslim countries. One can only refer to the reports
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to learn
about the widely-practiced systematic oppression, infringe-
ment of fundamental individual freedoms and basic human
rights in many Western nations. Included among those which
have been condemned by the United Nations are such coun-
tries as South Africa and Israel, not exactly known for a ma-
jority of Muslim population. Of course, there are several
Muslim countries also where their present governments have
followed the extremist policies of intolerance. But their short-
comings should not be taken as an excuse by anybody to
spread malicious and misleading generalizations.

Mr. Safire will be doing great service to mankind if, rather
than finding fault with the practices of certain Muslim govern-
ments, he would devote his attention to study the teachings of
the faith of Islam on human rights. Islam stands unique
among the religions of mankind to emphasize the duties and
obligations of each individual to other fellow-beings. Only by
practicing the concepts of justice and equality for all can the
human welfare be adequately promoted and fostered. Not only
Islam furnishes a framework of beliefs but also it teaches to
create such environment in which basic human rights in-
cluding freedom of belief can be practiced.

There cannot be any excuse to practice intolerance in the
light of the teachings of the Quran: “Verily, there is no compul-
sion in the matter of faith.” A Muslim is enjoined to accept all
messengers of God and believe in all revelation vouchsafed
before Muhammad. Specifically, the Holy Quran endorses the
“guidance and light” contained in The Torah and Injeel, the
revelation received by Moses and Jesus.

The Quran does not enjoin the accéptance of its teachings
blindly. It urges observation, reflection and the application of
reason, Again and again it draws attention to the fact that all
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mankind is bound together in ties of kinship. The Holy Pro-
phet Muhammad observed:
“None of you can be a believer unless he should
desire for his brother what he desires for himself.”

The Holy Quran has very emphatically directed against
every form of trespass whether against the person, property,
honor or good name of another.

Mr. Safire has particularly pointed his accusing finger
toward the Muslims on the grounds of tolerance. Here again
the Islamic teachings are unequivocal in the defense of
freedom of thought and conscience. As the Holy Quran says:

“Proelaim: It is the Truth from your Lord; wherefore
let him who will believe, and let him who will
disbelieve.” (10:100).

or,

“Proclaim: ‘O ye people, now has the truth come
from your lord. So whosoever follows the guidance,
follows only for the good of his own soul, and who-
soever errs, errs only to his loss. I am not appointed a
keeper over you."” (10:1092).

In sharp contrast to these teachings are some of the so called
“democracies’’ with ‘‘Western values” who do not hesitdte to
close down even the institutes of learning of their adversaries
in the territories occupied by them on the grounds that the
students and faculties of those institutes have differences of
opinion with the ideology that the ruling power attempts to
forcibly impose upon all people.

Mr. Safire’s malicious criticism, of course, in no way justifies
the fundamentalist tendencies of some Islamic regimes inter-
‘preting Islam in a way that can only bring shame and disgrace
to its good name. On the other hand, their misguided policies
should not lead columnists like Mr. Safire to hurl false and
baseless accusations against Islam.

Khalil A. Nasir

BENEDECEOBCROBOREOBOE
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THE ADVENT OF THE
REFORMER OF OUR AGE
THE TEACHINGS AND
THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

By
Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan

FOREWORD

Sir Mubammad Zafrulla Khan, the author of the following
letter addressed to the Heads of several countries, enjoys an
eminent position both with the Ahmadiyya Muslim commu-
nity and the contemporary world.

Born in the last decade of the 19th century, during the life of
the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, he is one of those
rare personalities today who received the privilege of
beholding his blessed countenance and making the covenant
of allegiance at his hands.

Sir Zafrulla’s life is full of extraordinary and multi-faceted
experiences. After an outstanding career of a decade of prac-
ticing law, he was elected as a member of the Punjab
Legislative Council. His term as a law-maker was followed by
appeointment to the Executive Council of India’s Governor-
General. After a period of exceptional administrative ac-
complishments, he became a Judge of the Supreme Court of
India where he left an impressive record as an outstanding

“Jurist.

In 1947, he became the first Foreign Minister of Pakistan,
Those were the formative years of the foreign policy of this
snewly born nation. His achievements at the United Nations
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led him to be elected as Judge of the International Court of
Justice twice where he also served as the World Court’s Presi-
dent from 1970 to 1973.

His brilliant record of an exceptional career in various fields
has been acknowledged by many universities and institutes of
learning which have conferred upon him honorary degrees of
distinction.

Above all, however, he has been a dedicaae_a and sincere ser-
vant of the Almighty. He has served the cause of propogating
Islam, the true faith of Allah, throughout his life with untiring
devotion. He has written numerous books dealing with the
teachings of Islam, At the present age of 91, he is still actively
busy in the service of God.

We are indeed privileged to reproduce below a circular letter
which he wrote to remove some major misunderstandings
about the Ahmadiyya heliefs. This brief but concise, discourse
reflects his deep concern for the Muslims, indeed for the whole
world, to bring it together in an understanding of the truth of
Islam, the perfect guidance for all mankind.

Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad
Amir and Missionary-in-charge
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam

A REVELATION OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH

“We shall deliver thee and We shall exalt thee. I am
with you and with members of your family. I shall
honor you in a wondserful manner. Supplication has
been heard. I shall come to thee suddenly with my
hosts. Your prayer has been accepted. I shall stand
with My Messenger. I shall send down blessings and
shall grant respite from My chastisement. I shall
bestow upon you that which shall endure.” (Hagee-
gatul Wahy, pp. 87, 90, 96 and 103).
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INTRODUCTION

Reflection over verses 30 and 31 of chapter 9 of the Holy
Quran reveals that at one time the efforts of the Jews and
Christians would be intensified and their propaganda against
Istam would assume a new aspect. The immediately suc-
ceeding verse (9:32) runs as follows:

“They will seek to extinguish the light of Allah by
blowing through their mouths, but Allah will utterly
reject everything except the perfection of His light,
even though the disbelievers may resent it.”’

This verse clearly indicates that their propaganda against
Islam weuld be carried on mainly verbally, through speeches,
writings, pamphlets, books and literature. But all their efforts
would be frustrated by counterblasts that would be inspired
by the spiritual power of the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him.
This is proclaimed in verse 33, which runs as follows:

“He it is Who sent His Messenger with guidance and
the True religion, that He may make it prevail over
every other religion, even though those who associate
partners with Allah may resent it.”’ '

THE TRIUMPH OF ISLAM IN THE LATTER DAYS

It has been common ground among Muslims of all persua-
sions that the friumph of Islam over other religions in the
latter days would be achieved through the Mahdi, who would
appear in the beginning of the fourteenth century of the
Hegira. With the decline of moral and spiritual standards
among the Muslims, many of their divines lost heart and being
themselves bereft of the deeper knowledge of the Holy Quran
and its high and profound philosophy, began to give currency
to the utterly false and defeatist notion that the triumph of
Islam over other religions would be brought about by the use
of force by the Mahdi. This notion is not only revolting and
repugnant to reason and good sense, it is directly contradic-
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tory of the express and rﬁandatory pronouncement of the Holy
Quran:

“There shall be no compulsion in religion, for
guidaence and error have been clearly
distinguished.(2:257).

Indeed, no faith, doctrine or philosophy can be deemed to be
based on truth which seeks acceptance through force.

The Mahdi was to establish the superiority of Islam through
a detailed and reasoned exposition of the philosophy of Islam
enshrined in the Holy Quran. His mind would be illumined by
divine revelation. He would be inspired by the grace of the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, with whom he would be so
perfectly identified spiritually as had been expressed by the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, in his pronouncement:

“He will be buried along with me in my grave,”

Thus his advent would be a second spiritual advent of the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, as is indicated in the Holy
Quran (62:4).

THE TIME OF THE MAHDI‘S ADVENT

The Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, clearly indicated the
time of the advent of the Mahdi, in a manner that cannot be
gainsaid. He announced:

“There are two signs of our Mahdi which have never
been manifested for any claimant since the creation of
heaven and earth. They are that the moon will be
eclipsed in the month of Ramadhan on the first of the
nights appointed for its eclipse, and that the sun will
be eclipsed in the same month of Ramadhan on the
middle one of the days appointed for its eclipse”
(Sunan Dor Quitni, Vol. 1, p. 188).

This meant that the advent of the Mahdi, designated by the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, as our Mahdi, would be
marked by the eclipse of the moon in the month of Ramadhan
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on its thirteenth night, and be the eclipse of the sun in the
same month of Ramadhan fifteen days later, as the lunar
eclipse occurs on the 13th, 14th or 15th night of the moon and
the solar eclipse occurs on one of the last three days of the
lunar month. This particular phenomenon manifested itself in
the eastern hemisphere in respect of the moon on 21st March,
and in respect of the sun on 6th April, 1894, and was repeated
in the western hemisphere in 1895.

THE IMPACT OF THE ECLIPSE PHENOMENON

This manifestation calls for serious reflection. In one aspect
it was a manifestation which was determined by the law
governing the movement of the planets, and there was no
room in it for human intervention; yet in another aspect it was
a grand sign in support of the truth of the Holy Prophet, peace
be upon him. He could not have known or guessed that such a

.manifestation would take place 1260 years after his death.
Even if such a manifestation had occurred just by itself, its
prediction twelve and a half centuries earlier would have been
conclusive proof of the truth of the Holy Prophet, peace be
upon him. But it did not stand alone. It had another splendid
and glorious aspect.

Its occurrence was to serve as a warning that the Mahdi had
appeared and that those who were awaiting his advent should
seek him, accept him and obey him so that they might thus
participate in the glorious revival of Islam which God had
decreed would be achieved through that devoted servant of
the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, the Mahdi, and his fol-
lowers, If despite this manifestation it was found that the
Mahdi had not appeared, the truth of the Holy Prophet, peace
be upon him, would have been questioned by the opponents of
Islam and of the Holy Prophet. But if it was found that before
this manifestation a devoted servant of the Holy Prophet,
peace be upon him, who had led a pure and blameless life in
accord with the teachings of Islam, and who was a constant
recipient of divine revelation, had, under divine command,
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prociaimed that he was the Mahdi, the manifestation would be
hailed as a conclusive and glorious confirmation of the truth of
the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, and of such a claimant
and of Islam.

BRAHEEN AHMADIYYA’S PUBLICATION

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India, who was
born on 20th February, 1835, and died on 26th May, 1908,
began to receive divine revelation around 1876, and continued
to receive it with greater and greater frequency throughout the
rest of his life. In 1878-1882 he wrote his epoch-making book
Braheen Akmadiyya in which he demonstrated completely the
superiority of Islam over other faiths in such a manner that he
was unanimously acclaimed by the leading contemporary
Muslim divines of India as the greatest champion of Islam.

THE IMPACT OF BRAHEEN AHMADIYYA

For instance, Maulvi Muhammad Husain of Batala, leader of
the Ahle Hadees sect, published in his. journal Ishaatfus
Sunnah (Vol. VII, Nos. 6-11) a detailed review of the book in
the opening part of which he observed:

The author of Braheen Ahmadiyya, according to the
testimony of friends and foes, regulates his life according to
the law of Islam and is a pious and truthful person. In our
opinion, keeping in mind the age and its circumstances, this
is a book the equal of which has not been published in Islam
to this day, whatever may happen hereafter. The author has
proved himself so steadfast in the service of Islam in every
respect, that few such instances are to be found among the
Muslims. If anyone should be disposed to consider our
language an instance of Asiatic exaggeration, he should
point out at least one book which refutes the opponents of
Islam so forcefully and emphatically. He should name three
or four such helpers of Islam who are determined to serve
Islam with all they have and who have challenged the oppo-
nents of Islam and those who deny the possibility of revela-
tion to come and satisfy themselves that the challenger is
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himself a recipient of revelation. It is wellknown that
Satanic suggestions are mostly false, but not one of the
revelations received by the author of Breheen Ahmadiyya
has been proved false up to this day. Can any Muslim
follower of the Quran believe that Satan can be given
knowledge, like the prophets and angels, of that which is
hidden so that not one of the disclosures of the hidden should
lack truth?

He concluded with:

The author of Braheen Ahmadiyya has, by writing this
book, safeguarded the honor of the Muslims and has chal
lenged the opponents of Islam forcefully and emphatically.
He has announced to the whole world that anyone who
doubts the truth of Islam should come to him and should
witness its intellectual and spiritual proofs based on the
Quran, and the miraculous manifestations of the pro-
phethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him,

HAZRAT AHMAD JAN’S REVIEW

A saintly Sufi, Hazrat Ahmad Jan of Ludhiana, wrote:

That great personage, benefactor of mankind, source of
benevolence and beneficence, personal proof of Islam,
honored above the commonalty and the nobility, Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, may his blessings endure, Chief of
Qadian, has written a book in Urdu designated Braheen
Ahmadiyya. This book establishes the truth of Islam and of
the Prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him, and of
the Holy Quran, through three hundred strong proofs of
various types and refutes all religions opposed to Islam by
convincing reasoning, The verses of the Holy Quran that are
cited on their appropriate occasions in this hook amount to
two thirds of the whole Quran. In this fourteenth century of
Islam, great eonfusion prevails among the followers of every
religion. At this time a book was needed like the Braheen
Ahmadiyyae and a Reformer was needed like Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad who is ready to prove the claims of Islam to
the satisfaction of its opponents.

He added
The author of the Braheen Ahmadiyya is not one of the
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common run of divines and spiritual preceptors, but has been
specially commissioned by God and is a recipient of revela-
tion. Hundreds of revelations, prophecies, true dreams,
divine directions, glad tidings and intimations of triumph
and divine help and divine guidance, couched in various
languages, have been set out in this book, supported by the
testimony of hundreds of opponents of Islam which estab-
lishes their truth and proves that the author has doubtlessly
written this book under divine direction. It is also clear that,
according to the Hadith of the Holy Prophet, peace be on
him, that Allah, Lord of Glory and Honor, would raise among
the Muslims, at the beginning of every century, one who
would revive the faith, the author of this book is the
Reformer of the 14th Century and is a profound scholar. He
is one of the most perfect individuals of the Muslim Com-
munity. This is also supported by another Hadith of the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, wherein he is reported to
have said:

“The true divines among my fbli’owers will be like the Pro-
phets of Israel” (Ta’assurate Qadian, pp.66-68).

Maulvi Muhammad Sharif, of Bangalore, South India, wrote
in his paper Manshoor Muhammadi:

This book Braheen Ahmadiyye, is a peerles publication in
its proof of the truth of the Quran and of the prophethood of
the Holy Prophet. The author has proved the truth of Islam
by such positive arguments that every just person would
acknowledge that the Quran is the Book of Allah, that the
prophethood of the Holy Prophet is righteous, that Islamisa
faith established by God and that a Muslim is instructed in
the truth. There is here such a multiplicity of proofs that no
way of escape and no possibility of denial has been left open
to an opponent. Every argument is clear, every proof is
bright. The book is a mirror of faith and is full of the Quran
to the brim, It leads to the straight path, it is a torch that
lights up the true way. It is a treasury of truth, it is a mine of
guidance, it acts like lightning on the stores of the enemy
and burns up all his arguments. For the Muslims it is a
strong support for the Holy Book and is a bright proof of the
Mother of the Book. It has unsettled and disturbed every
enemy of religion.
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SOME MORE PUBLICATIONS

In March 1889 Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad initiated the
Ahmadiyyah Movement in Islam.

In 1890 he wrote three books, Fateh Islam, Tauzeeh Maram
and Izalahe Auham. All three were published in the early part
of 1891, In these books he set forth, under divine direction, his
claim of being the Mahdi and Promised Messiah, whose advent
in the latter days had been foretold by the Holy Prophet, peace
be upon him (See Ibn Majah, Chapter: Sharrataz Zaman;
Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal, Vol.11; Bokhari, Chapter: Advent
of the Messiah). This claim aroused bitter opposition and the
Muslim divines, led by Maulvi Muhammad Hussain of Batala,
who had earlier been a great admirer and enthusiastic sup-
porter of his, almost unanimously denounced him as an infidel,
outside the pale of Islam, They hurled vile abuse at him, pro-
. claimed him an apostate from Islam, and some of them went so
far as to declare that his assassination would be a highly
meritorious act and that whoever accomplished it would be
straightaway admitted to paradise,

TWO SIGNS OF THE MAHDI'S ADVENT

As has been mentioned, the two signs of the advent of the
Mahdi which had been proclaimed by the Holy Prophet, peace
be upon him, were clearly manifested a little more than three
years after Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad announced his claim
of being the Mahdi—a clear proof of the truth of his claim, It is
noteworthy that the fourteenth century has passed without
any one beside Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad claiming to be
the Mahdi whose advent had been foretold by the Holy Pro-
phet, peace be upon him. His rejection, therefore, would
amount to the rejection of a grand prophecy of the Holy Pro-
phet, peace be upon him, and would furnish the opponents of
Islam with an excuse to question the truth of the Holy Pro-
phet, peace be upon him, which must be avoided.
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The two signs announced by the Holy Prophet, peace be
upon him, are not, however, the only conclusive proof of the
truth of the claim of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. There are
many others, too numerous to be set out in a brief statement
like this one. Mention may be made of one or two fundamental
ones.

The crucial question is that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
affirmed that from about his fortieth year he had been a con-
stant recipient of divine revelation. If this affirmation of his
was true, it must necessarily follow that all his claims based on
divine revelation, or .derived from it, were true and must be
accepted, If his affirmation wag false, he was an impostor and
he must be condemned as such.

THE CRITERION OF A RIGHTEOQUS LIFE

One criterion that the Holy Quran has laid down for deter-
mining the truth or falsehood of a claimant of the receipt of
revelation is expressed as follows:

“Say to them: Had Allah so willed, I would not have
recited it {the Quran/ to you, nor would He have made
it known to you. I have spent a whole life time among
you before this, will you not then understand.” {10:17)

The attention of the disbelievers is here drawn to the utter
purity of the Holy Prophet’s life even before the divine cail
came to him, so as to impress upon them that he who had
throughout led a righteous life would not suddenly, on arriving
at full maturity, start fabricating Hes against God.

In the case of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad also, in the
revelation vouchsafed to him, God Almighty invited attention
_ to the purity of his life from the very beginning as proof of the
~ truth of his claim, in the same words as had been employed in
the Holy Quran with reference to the Holy Prophet, peace be
upon him, namely:

“I have spent a whole life-time among you before this, will
you not then understand’ (Nazoolul Muasih, p.212).
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He himself invited attention to the purity of his life in the
following words:

“You cannot point to any fault, imposture, falsehood or
deceit in my previous life so that you could say that one who
was already given to falsehood and imposture had only add-
ed to his previous falsehoods another imposture. Which of
you can criticize anything in my previous life? It is the grace
of God that from the very beginning He established my life
along the lines of righteousness. This is a proof for those who
reflect. (Tedhkaratush Shahadatain, p. 62),

Throughout his life none ever charged him with uttering a
falsehood. It is not to be imagined, therefore, that one who
was so wholly committed to the truth in all aspects of his life
would be guilty of the heinous falsehood that God spoke to
him, if in fact He did not.

CONSEQUENCES OF FABRICATION

All Muslims believe firmly that according to the Holy Quran
a person who fabricates something himself and attributes it to
God cannot flourish at all and is bound to be frustrated and
ruined by God. This doctrine is based upon the followmg
verses of the Holy Quran:

“Had he (Muhammad) fabricated any saying and
attributed it to Us, We would surely have seized him
by the right hand and then surely We would have
severed his large artery; and not one of you could have
hindered Us.” (69:45-48).

This is an awesome warning to every daring impostor. A

- person, wholly misguided or out of his mind, might claim that
he is God and may suffer no visible harm, The divine mercy

may be pleased to overlook his aberration, inasmuch as such a

claim is not likely to mislead or confuse any sensible person.

The case is entirely different where a person claims to be the

recipient of divine revelation. If his claim is false and he per-

sists in it deliberately, he might become the cause of the error

and misguidance of a large number of people. God Almighty
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has, therefore, set forth in these verses His firm and clear
warning that an impostor would not escape His wrath and His
chastisement.

Since the time of the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, there
have appeared many false claimants of the receipt of divine
revelation and in no single instance has any of them escaped
the doom that is pronounced in these verses. In every case
divine judgment has overtaken the offender and he has been
visibly ruined.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was the constant recipient of
divine revelation over a period well beyond thirty years. The
revelation vouchsafed to him carried within itself numberless
proofs of its genuineness and truth. It was replete with grand
prophecies, spiritual insights, knowledge of things divine—
hidden and overt, glad tidings and warnings for friend and foe
and spiritual guidance at the highest level.

A DIVINE GUARANTEE

His life was exposed to every hazard. He had been condemn-
ed as an infidel, an apostle from Islam. Leading Muslim
divines had declared that his assassination would be a highly
meritorious act and that whoever compassed his death would
thereby prove himself worthy of paradise. Yet not only did he
enjoy complete immunity from divine chastisement, which is
appointed as the portion of an impostor, he marched from
triumph 4o triumph all through his life and was obviously one
who was greatly favored by God within the meaning of the
final verse of Surah Fatihah. Far from being exposed to divine
wrath for his alleged impostures, as was imagined and alleged
by his opponents, he had been bestowed a divine guarantee of
. security {Tadhkirah, p. 149) in the same words in which the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, had been guaranteed securi-

ty, namely: Allah will safeguard thee against harm by people - '

(5:68); a guarantee that was as completely fulfilled in his case
as it had been fulfilled in the case of his revered master, the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. Not only was his physical
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security fully safeguarded, he was also completely safeguarded
in respect of his freedom, dignity and honor. False charges
were brought against him and he was hauled into court to
answer them. In every case he was honorably discharged or
acquitted and all the malicious designs of his enemies were
completely frustrated. In one of those cases he was charged
with so grave an offense as conspiracy to murder. Yet the pro-
ceedings took a course in which his honor, dignity and in-
nocence were so completely upheld and vindicated that not
only were his opponents utterly frustrated in their evil
designs, but suffered great humiliation and were exposed to
prosecution in respect of the false charge they had made. But
he declared that his case was pending before God Almighty
and that he would not initiate proceedings against his enemies
in a court of law.

OTHER SIGNS OF THE MESSIAH’S ADVENT

The Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, had said that in his
second advent the Messiah would defend Islam, break the
cross and kill swine (Abu Daud, Book Al-Malaham, Chapter:
Khurujud-dajjal). This prophecy of the Holy Prophet, peace be
upon him, was fulfilled in a striking manner by Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, who was designated by God in one of the
revelations vouchsafed to him as the Champion of Allah in the
mantles of the prophets (Tadhkirah, p. 148). His outstanding
defense of Islam is acknowledged even by his opponents. He
effectively exposed the falsity of the Christian affirmation that
Jesus had died upon the cross and thus destroyed the entire
basis of the doctrines of the Atonement, Resurrection and
physical ascension to heaven. Under divine direction he was
able to demonstrate that having been delivered from the cross,
and having met his disciples several times in his physical body,
he parted from them and travelled through the countries in
which the so-called lost tribes of Israel were scattered after the
Babylonian captivity and eventually settled in Kashmir where
he died and was buried in Khanyar, a suburb of Srinagar. He
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set all this out in his book, Masih Hindostan Men (Jesus in
India). Since the publication of that book, the tomb of Jesus in
Srinagar has become a shrine and a place of pilgrimage. In
consequence of the exposure of the myth of the death of Jesus
upon the cross by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the doctrine
of the divinity of Jesus is being described as a myth by some
dignitaries of the Church. The cross has been effectively
broken.

THE AHMADIYYA COMMUNITY

By establishing a community whose motto is ‘“‘Faith Must
Have Priority Over Every Worldly Concern,” Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad declared war upon every type of vice and
impurity. That was the metaphorical killing of swine. He
himself led a wholly blameless, pure and beneficent life, which
followed in the minutest detail the pattern that had been
established by the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. He found-
ed a community, the members of which are required to
illustrate in their daily lives all the social, moral and spiritual
values inculcated by Islam, of which the highest example was
furnished in the life of the Holy Prophet of Islam, peace be
upon him. They are drawn from every walk of life and are prac-
tical men pursuing the whole range of beneficent activities,
according to the teachings of Islam.

They do not reject the normal values of life and have set en-
viable examples of full, successful and highly beneficent lives. -
The distinguishing feature of their lives is the upholding of the

" moral and the spiritual above the material and the physical in
a pattern of beneficent coordination. As taught by Islam, they
believe that the faculties and capacities bestowed upon man by
God Almighty are a precious bounty and must be beneficently

- developed and exercised-at their proper time and occasion and
are not. to be suppressed or stultified. The moral and spiritual
code to which they seek to conform imposes no handicap upon
them. There have, by the grace and mercy of God, appeared
~ among them, persons possessing high eminence in almost
every sphere of human life.
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ARABIC—THE MOTHER OF TONGUES

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had been bestowed by divine
favor vast and deep knowledge and understanding of the Holy
Quran, miraculous proficiency in the Arabic language and an
extraordinary insight into divine secrets with which, according
to the Holy Qur’an, only divine Messengers are favored
(72:27). In his book, Minanur Rahman, he developed his thesis
that Arabic was the mother of tongues, which came as a happy
surprise even to eminent Arab lexicographists. However, he
claimed nothing on his own. He stressed repeatedly that every
favor that had been bestowed upon him was bestowed by vir-
tue of the spiritual grace of the Holy Prophet, peace be upon
him, to whom he was passionately and whole-heartedly
devoted. He gave expression to his all-consuming love for the

Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, in heart-moving prose and
~ verse in Arabic, Persian and Urdu.

LOVE FOR THE HOLY PROPHET

His love for and devotion to the Holy Qur’an were matched
only by his overpowering love for and utter devotion to the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. He warned that the pattern
of human life was about to be profoundly affected in vital
aspects, and that he had been raised to set forth, under divine
guidance, from the Holy Qur'an, the guidance and the
_ philosophy that mankind would need in the epoch that was
approaching and thus to establish the supremacy of Islam over
all other faiths which had been foretold in the Holy Qur’an
{9:33). Some concept of the magnitude of the service that he
performed in that behalf may be formed by a perusal of the
English rendering of his paper entitled The Philosophy of the
Teachings of Islam, which was read at the Conference of Great
Religions held in Lahore in the last week of December, 1896,
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REVELATIONS FULFILLED

In conclusion, attention may be drawn, by way of illustra-
tion, to the striking manner in which one of the early revela-
tions vouchsafed to him has been and continues to be fulfilled.
He belonged to Qadian, a small town in the most backward
province of India, eleven miles from the nearest telegraph
office and railway station and thirty five miles from the
nearest city in which a printing press was available. In this
situation, when he was little known and lacked all worldly
resources, the divine call came to him that he must gird
himself to the service of Islarn, so as to demonstrate its
superiority to all other faiths, and he was comforted with the
divine assurance:

“I shall carry thy message to the ends of the earth
{Tadhkirah, p. 184).

In the estimation of the worldly, this sounded as a lunatic’s
boast. It is true that from the very first some of the righteous
minded responded to his call and despite ridicule and all
manner of persecution, set a high and enviable example of
firmness of faith, loyalty, devotion and purity of life; but
progress was slow, and by the time of his death in 1908, his
community numbered not more than half a million and his
message had scarcely been carried beyond India. Even so, hav-
ing regard to the bitter opposition that it encountered and the
severe persecution to which the small, but devoted, band of his
followers was exposed, his enemies had been seriously perturb-
ed at their daily growing numbers, They breathed a sigh of
relief at his death, that what they had esteemed a grave heresy
would now suffer its natural death and they need take no more

“account of it. But kindly observe what happened. The Ahma-
diyya Movement in Islam was initiated in 1889. Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad announced his claim of being the Mahdi and
Promised Messiah in early 1891. At the time of his death the

_ number of his followers did not exceed half a million, and few

of them lived outside India.
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AHMADIYYA COMMUNITY’S PROGRESS

Today, no more than a little over seventy four years after his
death, the membership of the Movement exceeds ten million,
and is growing in geometrical progression. Its branches are
strung around the globe in all the continents. It is accounted
the most dynamic missionary Movement in Islam. Its
members have set a unique example of upholding moral and
spiritual values of Islam. This is not the doing of man; it is a
manifestation of the grace of Allah, the Supreme.

Its opponents have nothing to offer but confusing and out-
worn niceties of doctrine. They are wedded to the letter that
killeth, and are bereft of the spirit of righteousness that alone
revives and bestows life. That spirit can be kindled and

- fostered only by Allah’s grace, which may be won through
steadfastness and prayer, as the Holy Quran directs {2:46).

CONCLUSION

The basic cause of the malaise that afflicts the Muslims is
their turning away from Allah, and their pursuit of self-devised
remedies. The true and effective remedy is that they must turn
to Allah and hold fast to Him and follow in every respect H1s
design rather than their own devices.

May Allah, of His mercy and grace, enable us to embrace
humbly and sincerely the guidance that He has provided for us
. 80 that we may become His instruments for the consummation
of the glorious supremacy of Islam, Amen.
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MAULANA SHEIKH MUBARAK AHMAD
New Amir of the American Ahmadiyya Mission

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 1V, the present Head of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, is pleased to appoint
Maulana Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad Sahib as the new Amir and
Missionary Incharge of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission in the
United States. He took charge in November 1983, from his
predecessor, Maulana Ata Ullah Kaleem.

Maulan Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad Sahib was born on October
10, 1910. His education started in Qadian, the Center of the
Ahmadiyya Movement, where he completed his course of
Theological and Oriental Studies with honors in Arabic,

. After several years of impressive service as a missionary in

India, he arrived in East Africa in 1934. It was during this
period under his leadership that the first translation of the
Holy Quran in Swahili was published and several mosques
were established.

In 1949, he returned to Rabwah where he served in such
positions of high responsibility as Vakil-ul-Tabshir, Secretary,
Fazl-e-Umar Foundation_ and Nazer-Islaho-Irshad.

He was appointed as Imam of the London Mosque and Mis-
sionary Incharge in the U.K. in 1979. In all of his positions
over half a century he has served the cause of Islam with

“distinction and dedication.

We are happy to extend to him an enthusiastic welcome on
his assignment to the United States. We sincerely wish him a
great success throughout his stay in this country.

BOBOROROECBOACECEOADSON



AHMADIYYA MUSLIM MISSIONS

AFRICA:

BENIN P.O. Box 69, Portonova.

G%ﬂggm P.O. Box 383 Banjul. Tel.

GHANA P.O. Box 2327, Accra (OSU
New Estates). Tel: 76845

IVORY COAST B.P. 3418, Adjame,
Abidjan.

KENYA P.O. Box 40554, Nairobl
{(Fort Hall Road). Tel: (010-254)
225001, Telex: clo 22278.

LIBERIA P.O. Box 618, Monrovia (9
Lynch Street).

MAURITIUS P.O. Box 6 (Rose Hiil),
Mauritius.

NIGERIA P.O. Box 418, Lagos (45
Idumagbo Avenue). Tel: 20602 .
SIERRA LEONE P.O. Box 353,

Freetown, Tel: 40699/22617

SOUTH AFRICA Mr. M.G. Ebrahim,
P.0. Box 4195, Cape Town
{Darut-Tabligh-il 1slami).

TANZANIA P.O. Box 376, Dar es
Salaam {Libya Street). Tel: 21744

UGANDA P.O. Box 98, Kampala,
Uganda.

ZAMBIA P.O. Box 2345, Lusaka.

NORTH AMERICA:

CANADA Ahmadiyya Muslim
Mission, 1306 Wilson Ave.,
Downsview, Ont. M3M-1H8,
Canada. Tel: 416-249-3420

SOUTH AMERICA:

GUYANA Ahmadiyya Muslim
Mission, 198 QOronogue and Al-
mond Streets, P.O. Box 736,
Georgetown. Tel: 02-67634

SURINAME Ahmadiyya Muslim
Mission, Ephraimszegenweg, 26
P.Q. Box 2106, Paramaribo.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO Freeport
Mission Road, Upper
Carapichaima, Trinidad, W.1.

AUSTRALIA:
AUSTRALIA Dr. ljazu! Haque, 19

Brom Borough Road, Rose-Ville
2062 N.S.W., Sydney, Australia.

ASIA:

BURMA 191-28th Street, Rangoon.

FiJI P.O. Box 3758, Samabula (82
Kings Road), Suva. Tel: (010-679)
38221 .

{NDIA Darul Masih, Qadian. Tel: 36.

INDONESIA Jalan Balikpapan 1,
No. 10, Djakarta Pusat 1/13. Tek:
36 5342

JAPAN Ahmadiyya Center, 643-1
Aza Yamanoda, O-Aze issha,
ldaka-Cho, Meito-Ku, Nagoya
465. Japan. Tel: (052) 730-1868:
Cable Ahmadiyya Nagoya.

PAKISTAN (Headquarters)
Rabwabh, Distt. Jhang.

PHILIPPINES Haji M. Ebbah,
Simunal, Bongao, Sulu.

SINGAPORE 111 Onan Rd.,
Singapore 15.

SRl LANKA Colombo M.E.M.
Hasan, 24 San Sebastian Street,
Ratnum Road, Colombo 12.

EUROPE:

DENMARK Eriksminde Alle 2,
Hvidovre-Copenhagen. Tel;
(010-451) 753502 )

GERMANY Die Moschee,
Babenhauser, Landstrasse, 25,
Frankfurt. Tel: {010-49 &11)
653122

HOLLAND De  Moschee,
Qostduiriaan, 79, Den Haag. Tel:
{010-3170) 245902 Telex: 33574
Inter NLA 30C

NORWAY Ahmadiyya Muslim
Mission, Frogner VN 53, Oslo.

SPAIN Basharat Mosqito
Pedrobad, Cordoba, Spain.

SWEDEN Nasir Moske Istams
Ahmadiyya Forsamiing,
Tolvskillingsgatan 1. S-414 82
Goteborg, Sverige. Tel: (10-46
31) 414044

SWITZERLAND Mahmud Moschee,
323, Forachstrasse 8008, Zurich.
Tel: (010-41 1) 535570, Telex:
58378 MPTCH Islam 374/XA

UNITED KINGDOM 16 Gressenhall
Road, London SW18 5QL. Tel:
(1);;;8274 6298. Telex: 28604 Ref.





